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From Milton to Tennyson : Masterpieces of English Poetry. By 
L. DuPont Syle. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1894. 

On taking up this book, the question naturally arises, cut bono ? 
especially since most high school pupils have ready access to 
Ward's "English Poets", "The Golden Treasury", and other 
excellent compilations of the same sort. And the question is 
further justified when it is remembered that there are many mon- 
ographs giving selections from the various authors here repre- 
sented, as well as notes explanatory of the difficulties — real and 
supposed — of the text. But nevertheless this volume meets a 
want hitherto but imperfectly supplied. The instructor will many 
times be thankful that he can place in the hands of his pupils in 
so compact form, so wide and judicious a selection from the 
English poets. The value of the book lies in the fact that it en- 
ables the student in so short a space to gain so clear and com- 
prehensive a view of the poetry of the period selected. While it 
is by no means an encyclopedia of poetry, its value will be readily 
appreciated as a reference book in the elementary study of 
English poetry. 

The book has two parts. The first of 306 pages consists of 
selections, while the notes occupy the remaining 161 pages. The 
poets from whose works selections are made are Milton, Dryden, 
Pope, Thomson, Johnson, Gray, Goldsmith, Cowper, Burns, 
Coleridge, Byron, Keats, Shelley, Wordsworth, Macaujay, Clough, 
Matthew Arnold, Browning, and Tennyson. In the main, one 
does not feel like criticising the author in the selections he has 
made. The book gives a very fair idea of the main character- 
istics of English poetry for the period chosen, though possibly 
one could wish that a few additions be made. 

In the Notes are given a brief biography of the poet, a bibli- 
ography, a short introduction to the poem, and notes elucidating 
the difficulties of the text. The author gives pupils the excellent 
advice to avoid the bibliography of criticism, and read more ex- 
tensively in the works of the poet himself. 

G. B. Turnbull 

Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Congressional Manual of Parliamentary Practice. By J. Howard 
Gore, Ph. D. pp. 112. Price 50 cents. Syracuse: C. W. 
Bardeen, 1893. 

This is a little book which it was well to make. The brief 
preface gives a clear notion of the reason which induced the com- 
piler to attempt his task, viz. : His belief that parliamentary 
practice in this country should follow American rules and prece- 
dents rather than English. The main reason he gives for his be- 
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lief is that we have in our National Congress a body " well adapted 
to devise laws of order best suited to every exigency that can 
arise in a deliberative assembly. " Let us therefore adopt home 
practice and procedure, he says — especially if thereby parliamen- 
tary rulings in different states may be at one, and the business of 
national conventions be transacted "with ease, rapidity, and mu- 
tual understanding." Most certainly, let us! — if such adoption 
will lead to such results. 

The compiler has aimed to give "a complete system of rules", 
deduced from House and Senate practice, " adequate for the gov- 
erning of any assembly". That is a large task to essay, and only 
after many tests can it be determined whether he has been com- 
pletely successful ; for the curious and kinky parliamentary ques- 
tions and complications which may arise in long and perhaps fierce 
discussions, no man can foresee. 

Perhaps the best purpose the book will subserve will be as a 
book of reference in disputed cases — to settle the question of con- 
gressional usage. To such reference-use, an admirable table of 
motions and their applicability or non-applicability, an alphabet- 
ical arrangement of topics, a full-faced bringing out of the salient 
thought of each paragraph, and a citation of the best authorities 
in a few mooted points — all conduce. In brief, a handy book to 
go with, and stay by, the parliamentarian or presiding officer. 

W. K. Wickes 

Syracuse High School 

Cornelii Taciti Dialogus De Oratoribus. A revised text with in- 
troductory essays and critical and explanatory notes. By W, 
Peterson, M. A., LL. D. pp. xci-f 119. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1893. 

The scholarship, painstaking, and good judgment of the editor, 
combined with the liberality of the publisher, make this book a 
worthy presentation of one of the most interesting specimens of 
Latin literature. 

In his introduction the editor gives an exhaustive discussion of 
the problems connected with the dialogue, a discussion whose 
thoroughness, clearness, and value make it a model for this kind 
of work. 

The introductory essays, which occupy nearly one-half the vol- 
ume, treat of the following subjects: — authorship and date, the 
substance and scheme of the dialogue, the interlocutors and their 
parts, the style and language, the manuscripts. To these are 
added a bibliography of the subject, comprising about fifty disser- 
tations. While giving a re'sume of the various opinions concern- 
ing the first subject and stating fairly the opposing views, the ed- 
itor has little doubt in assigning the authorship to Tacitus and 



